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Goals

Understand how SBAC differs from California’s
previous assessment system

Experience the new SBAC question formats
Learn how assessment results will be reported

Receive material to support communication
with parents and other stakeholders

Practice an “elevator speech” about the new
assessments




A changing world of state
and national assessments...




Learn your
assessment acronyms!

CAASPP = California Assessment of
Student Performance and Progress

SBAC = Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium




CAASPP includes ...

= Smarter Balanced summative assessments
= California Alternative Assessment field tests
= Science assessments for grades 5, 8, and 10
= Standards-based tests in Spanish

= Modified and alternative assessments
for some special education students




Important ideas about the Smarter
Balanced summative assessments




Students in grades 3-8 and 11
take this assessment

= The assessments evaluate learning related
to the Common Core State Standards
in English language arts and math

= Students with intellectual disabilities and
English learners who have been in the
United States less than 12 months
do not take this assessment




The assessments are
computer-based

= Students use computers or tablets to
take the assessments

= Traditional multiple-choice and at least six other
guestions types are used, including ones that
require constructed written responses

= Computer testing with these types of response
options are new for many students




Test scores will be
reported this spring

= This is first year that California public schools
are accountable for fully implementing the
Common Core Standards in English and
mathematics

= This is the first time that scores from tests
aligned to those standards will be reported




Thinking will be
measured in four domains

= Recall and basic comprehension

= Application of concepts involving some
mental processing

= Applications requiring more abstract
thinking, reasoning, and complex inferences

= Extended analysis that requires synthesis
and analysis across multiple contexts

Questions that require abstract thinking, synthesis, and analysis will
comprise 50-60% of the assessments. This is a dramatic increase in rigor.




Results should not be compared
to earlier state assessments

= The new assessments measure different content
and skills from California STAR exams

STAR SBAC

sScores scores




= What follows is a sampling of English language

arts and mathematics questions from fifth grade

= These questions reflect different depth of
knowledge levels

SAMPLE QUESTIONS Grade5
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SBAC results reports




Student report




School report, by grade




School report, by grade




District report




Group activity

= You’re walking down the aisle at Safeway and you meet
a parent in your district who asks:

“What’s the story about the new state assessments?”




Group activity

= You’re walking down the aisle at Safeway and you meet
a parent in your district who asks:

“What’s the story about the new state assessments?”

What is your
elevator speech
about SBAC?




Resources

= SCOE webpage for SBAC
www.scoe.org/sbac

= CDE webpage for SBAC
www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa

= Contacts
Rick Phelan, rphelan@scoe.org
Mickey Porter, mporter@scoe.org




