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How are  
students referred?

For special education students age 18-22

A functional, life-skills approach  
that prepares students to  

meet the challenges 
of the adult world

Transition Program

Sonoma
County
Office of
Education

Parents interested in finding out 
more about the SCOE Transition 
Program should contact the 
special education director in 
their district of residence. With 
the recommendation of the IEP 
team, a district referral packet 
will be completed and forwarded 
to the Sonoma County Office of 
Education.

District referrals for the fall semester 
are typically made by the first week 
of March. Referrals for the spring 
semester should be completed by 
the first week of November.

Transition Program

The Sonoma County Office of 
Education (SCOE) Transition 
Program is designed to teach 
functional life skills and entry-level 
work skills to special education 
students and support their growth 
into adulthood. Program activities 
take place in the community, at 
work sites and other locations.

The daily living, academic, 
and domestic skills that are an 
integral part of working and the 
adult world are also emphasized. 
Transition students learn to ride 
public transportation, budget 
earnings, behave appropriately  
in public, follow directions, and 
more.

This is a tiered program and 
students have the opportunity 
to advance through levels of 
instruction. As they progress, 
students fine-tune their work 
abilities, determine job preferences, 
and learn to work with growing 
independence.



■ Students develop work abilities in real 
employment environments with adult 
supervision.

■ Program staff help students acquire daily 
living skills, such as appropriate social 
behavior, using public transportation, 
making and keeping friends, and 
money management (purchasing items, 
budgeting, and banking).

■ Instruction emphasizes the functional 
academic skills, like reading and math, 
that are needed in work environments.

■ Students participate in recreational 
activities and may access the junior 
college for special academic and 
enrichment activities.

Services support individual 
student needs

The goal is to prepare students  
for a productive future

■ Vocational assessments help determine 
students’ work strengths.

■ Expectations for accuracy, speed, duration 
of work, and on-the-job independence 
gradually increase to expand students’ 
employment potential.

■ Work preferences are identified through 
“job sampling” in a wide variety of 
employment situations.

■ Program staff work as a team with each 
family to ensure student success. 

Progam 
activities and 
instruction take 
place in the 
community

Instruction 
focuses on 
life and 
work skills

■ Individualized services and close teacher-
student connections help meet students’ 
physical, educational, and emotional 
needs.

■ Students and families are supported 
during the transition from school-based 
to adult programs.

■ Connections to appropriate adult 
programs prepare students to take the 
next step toward independence.

■ Program staff collaborate with other 
agencies—WorkAbility, Department 
of Rehabilitation, North Bay Regional 
Center, and others—to provide the most 
appropriate and effective services.


