
“She Looks Like ME!”

The Importance of Texts that Reflect Diversity



Guiding Questions

What impact do texts that reflect diversity have on students?

What factors are important to consider when choosing texts that reflect 
diversity?
 
How can teachers facilitate a meaningful student interaction with texts 
that reflect diversity?



A rose by any other name?



What impact do texts that reflect 
diversity have on students?





► Play all

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gX608GOVipE&list=PLoU659hwTdDaTqOyDTYw__kVnLQUj20Ys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gX608GOVipE&list=PLoU659hwTdDaTqOyDTYw__kVnLQUj20Ys


Save the Last Word
Find three to five quotes from the text that they think are particularly compelling..

 Groups of 3-5 

Identify the first person who will share a quote.

That person tells others where to locate  in the text, 

The “quote-sharer reads his or her quote to the group without further comment.

Each of the other members in the group get 1 minute each to give their reactions.  

The “quote-sharer” gets 2 minutes to have last word in the discussion of the statement.  

This process continues until all the members of the group have shared a quote.



What factors are important to consider 
when choosing texts that reflect diversity?
 



     complex
      tender

     controversial
worthy

                 compelling



Your collection should include...



Checking Books for Stereotypes & Bias...



How can teachers facilitate meaningful 
student interaction with texts that reflect 
diversity?



So much depends on a good question. A question invites 
students into a text or turns them away. A question 
provokes surprise or tedium. Some questions open up a 
text, and if followed, never let you see it the same way 
again … 

Excellence arises from the regular practice of work worth 
doing, reading things worth reading and asking questions 
worth answering.” 

David Coleman
“Cultivating Wonder” 



Shine a light on big ideas 



    Who is privileged? 

    Who is marginalized? 

    Who and what is missing? 

    Who is the author? 

    What is the author’s objective? 

    What are the author’s perspectives and biases? 
  



#WeNeedDiverseBooks 



The Importance of Diversity in Library 
Programs and Material Collections for Children 

CA ELA/ELD Framework: Resources 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/ALSCwhitepaper_importance%20of%20diversity_with%20graphics_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/ALSCwhitepaper_importance%20of%20diversity_with%20graphics_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/ALSCwhitepaper_importance%20of%20diversity_with%20graphics_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/ALSCwhitepaper_importance%20of%20diversity_with%20graphics_FINAL.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/elaeldfwappresglossary.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/elaeldfwappresglossary.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/elaeldfwappresglossary.pdf

