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Child Care Planning Council of Sonoma County 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 3, 2017 
SCOE, 5340 Skylane Boulevard, Redwood Room C, Santa Rosa CA 95403 

 
Minutes approved at April 7, 2017 meeting 

 
The mission of the Child Care Planning Council of Sonoma County is  

to convene and inspire the community through collaboration, leadership and advocacy  
to promote and plan for quality child care and development  

for the benefit of all children (birth to 12), their families and Sonoma County. 
 

Members Present: Carrie Anabo, Debbie Blanton, Missy Danneberg, Lisa Grocott, Rebecca Hachmyer, Kathy Kelley, John Paul,  Jason Riggs, 
Marianne Schwarz-Kesling, Sonya Valiente, Cathy Vaughn, Terry Ziegler 

Members Notified Absent: Melanie Dodson, Soledad Figueroa, Alice Hampton, Megan Hede, Alicia Morales 
Member on Leave: Heather Sweet-Krikac 
Members Absent: Noel Mitchell, Margie Vondrak 
Guests Present:  Maria Banuelos, Michelle Bendyk,  Regina De Melo, Alexis Duffy, Kim Groff, Susan Langer, Danny Loureiro, Jennifer Lyle, 
Lara Magnusdottir, Kim Milus, Karina Moreno, Lindsey Pope, Bailey Powell, Daniela Reibbecke, Debra Sanders, Jennifer Stanley, Melinda 
Susan,  Maleese Warner, Jessica Weinman 
Advisor Present: Ed Sheffield 
Staff Present: Susy Marrón, Kaye Moore, Patty Bernstein   

**Indicates pending Board of Supervisors appointment   
 

Topic Discussion Action Follow-Up 
1. Call to order**, 
Introductions, 
Inspiration 

 Co-chair Jason Riggs called the meeting 
to order at 9:05am. Introductions were 
made around the table. 

 

2. Approval 
of/Revisions to 
Agenda** 

 On motion by Cathy Vaughn and second 
by Missy Danneberg, the Council voted 
to approve the amended agenda.  
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Topic Discussion Action Follow-Up 
3. Consent Calendar 

a. CCPC Meeting 
Minutes of 
2/3/2017 

 
 

The meeting minutes of 2/3/2017 were 
approved by unanimous consent. 

 

4. Follow-up on 
February’s Hot Topic: 
Special Education and 
Inclusion Panel 
Presentation 

Jason asked for follow-up on last 
month’s Hot Topic 
* Kathy Kelley reported that the 
Executive Committee will look at 
feedback from the meeting and follow 
up 
* Melinda Susan will present at as part 
of the Mentor Director program on 
March 7 at 5:30pm at the Petaluma 4Cs. 
The program will include information on 
how children qualify for special 
education preschools, etc. 
*Susan Langer will be presenting 
something similar in Sonoma. 
*Cathy Vaughn appreciated the good 
connection made at CCPC and that  

 

 

5. Hot Topic: Foster 
Youth Services and 
Access to Educational 
Programs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Debra Sanders, Foster Youth Services 
Coordinator at the Sonoma County 
Office of Education, explained why we 
have legislation related to foster youth 
and how it impacts education.  

• The Invisible Achievement Gap 
study revealed a greater impact for 
youth who have been in foster care. 

• Foster youth (FY) are defined as 0-
18, but can be extended up to 22 if 
there is an open court case. 
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Topic Discussion Action Follow-Up 
 • The average foster youth will 

experience 10 school changes. 
Frequent placement and school 
changes have a detrimental impact 
on the ability of FY to succeed. 

• CDE data released in September 
2016 revealed that Sonoma County 
FY students lag far behind the 
general population in meeting 
English language arts and math 
standards. 

• Each school district has a FY liaison, 
and there is a point person in each 
school. 

• What to do? Train all stakeholders, 
increase interagency collaboration, 
focus on providing connections and 
stability over time, demystify the 
education process. 

• Public schools have a responsibility 
to children beginning at age 3. 
Speech may be the first indicator. 

• The impact is clearly evident when 
FY get enrichment. Raised 
awareness benefits all students. 

• Foster Youth services do not include 
kinship families. 

• Resources: SunnyHills Family 
Resource Center and Lilliput 
Children’s Services 

• Biological parents have education 
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Topic Discussion Action Follow-Up 
rights 

• High cost of not addressing FY needs 
• AB490: the right to remain in school 

of origin, immediate enrollment in a 
new school (question about 
immunization? Missing document 
affidavit) 

• McKinney-Vento homeless 
assistance 

• Are we getting the right services to 
the right family at the right time? 
Must allow parents to be 
empowered. 

• “Keeping Kids in School” program 

Regina De Melo, from Family, Youth, 
and Children’s Services, reported that 
Consumer Care Reform found that kids 
are best placed in family homes rather 
than group care settings, supports FY 
placed in families. (“Resource Family” is 
the preferred name for a foster family.) 
 

6. Child Care 
Consumers/Child Care 
Providers 
Input/Member 
Announcements  

* Jennifer Stanley shared that she is 
grateful for this group, not so isolated 
* Rebecca Hachmyer shared Petaluma’s 
“It Won’t Happen Here” resolution for 
safe haven 
*Jason Riggs reported hearing concerns  
*Families are not taking advantage of 
programs and services because they’re 
afraid to have their names out there. 
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Topic Discussion Action Follow-Up 
7. Public (non-
members) Comment 
on non-agendized 
items 

 Jen Lyle shared a letter to all schools 
that under AB1316 introduced by Quirk 
and Weber, the California Water 
Resources Board is providing free water 
testing for lead. The bill addresses the 
potential of doing lead poisoning blood 
testing in ALL children; parents can opt 
out. 
Rebecca Hachmyer asked if this includes 
preschools and child care.  
The Water Board website will show if 
you qualify for the program 

  

8. Individualized 
Sonoma County Child 
Care Subsidy 
Legislation 

 Lara Magnusdottir provided an update 
on the state legislation that applies to 
individual counties allowing them to 
keep funding for child care to be kept in 
their county. 

• AB435 3 county bill (Sonoma, Marin, 
and Contra Costa) with each county 
having an individual plan. 
Other counties who also have pilot 
bill legislation include Solano, 
Fresno, Monterey, and San Benito 

• Issues: the Los Angeles alliance is 
opposing these bills because they 
take away from the need for a 
statewide solution.  

• These bills are a short term solution. 
• Next steps: bills will be to 

committee by mid-March and heard 
in committee after that. Pilot bill can 
be voted on in first year. 
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Topic Discussion Action Follow-Up 
• There is a large fiscal impact, 

because the legislature plans on the 
unused money being returned to 
the general fund. 

9. Executive 
Committee report 

Kathy Kelley reported that the Executive 
Committee did not have a quorum, but 
talked about upcoming meetings and 
hot topics and the April 26 Community 
Meeting to engage others in 
implementing the 2016-21 Child Care 
Plan  
The Executive Committee will meet at 
11am today  with consultant BJ Bischoff 
regarding that event 

  
 
 

10. Membership 
Committee 
Applications and 
Resignation 

Terry Ziegler reported that they 
reviewed applications and 
recommended the Council approve:  
Council Applicants: 

• Susan Langer, public agency 
• Jennifer Stanley, provider 
• Melinda Susan, public agency 

Advisor Applicant: 
• Lara Magnusdottir 

Resignation: 
• Noelle Mitchell 

Daniela Ribbecke submitted an 
application and was attending her first 
CCPC meeting. Terry invited others to 
join CCPC and the Membership 

 
 
 
On motion by Marianne Schwarz-Kesling 
and second by Cathy Vaughn, the 
Council voted to approve all 
applications. 
    
On motion by Missy Danneberg and 
second by Terry Ziegler, the Council 
voted to approve the application of Lara 
Magnusdottir as Advisor and the 
resignation of Noelle Mitchell. 
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Topic Discussion Action Follow-Up 
Committee. 
The Committee also reviewed CCPC 
bylaws and determined that there are 
two items that will be taken to the 
Executive Committee for review. 

11. AB212 Staff 
Retention Plan FY17/18 

Susy Marrón explained that each year 
we are required to submit to CDE how 
we anticipate spending AB212 dollars 
received under state contract intended 
to support and train. 
Last year, we used the full grant for the 
locally funded CARES program and 
continuing education. Stipends were 
given for courses completed at Santa 
Rosa Junior College and/or Sonoma 
State University toward early childhood 
education degrees and childhood 
development permits. We reached our 
full capacity in January. 

On motion by Missy Danneberg and 
second by Carrie Anabo, the Council 
voted unanimously to approve to 
continue to utilize AB212 Staff Retention 
Funds to leverage Quality Counts CARES 
funding. 

 
 

12. Public Policy Lara Magnusdottir reported on 
legislation proposed: 
AB5: opportunity to work act requires 
employers with more than 10 staff to 
offer additional hours to existing 
employees before hiring new staff 
AB43: taxation of prison contracts, levies 
tax for the privilege of providing services 
for private prisons. 
AB60 (was AB2150 last year) provides 12 
month eligibility for child care 
AB273: adds ESL classes and working 
toward a high school diploma as 
activities qualifying for subsidized child 
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Topic Discussion Action Follow-Up 
care 
AB603: provides for the development of 
electronic time sheets to be made 
available to providers who want them 
AB752: prohibits expulsion for child’s 
behavior 
AB1164: Foster Care Placement Funding 
establishes $22M for child care vouchers 
for 0-4 years, provides trauma-informed 
training (authorThurmond, Contra Costa 
County) 
SB18: Common sense media rates TV 
and movies … children’s bill of rights 
SB62: expands definition of a child for 
domestic leave 
SB441: increases administration rate for 
voucher programs to 22% 
 
Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon has 
established a blue ribbon commission 
for early childhood education. The 
commission’s goal is to develop 
solutions to improve early education for 
California’s youngest learners and their 
families. 

13. Adjournment  Reminder to turn in In-Kind forms and 
meeting surveys.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:54 am by 
unanimous consent. 

 

 


